The director of a native plant nursery
discusses several Midwestern species that
can grow and prosper in a formal landscape.

Place:.

Native
Plants

by Marx O’BrIEN

here are no straight lines in nature. We live in a world
that fights against things that are wild, unorganized or
chaotic. However, when it comes down to designing a sus-
tainable landscape, we need to let loose and recognize that
native plants — often referred to as wildflowers — have a
place in our landscapes.

The terms “native” and “wild” go hand in hand. The terms
“wild” and “formal” are at different ends of the spectrum. So,
the challenge is to blend both worlds into something that pro-
vides the benefits of native plants and the structure required
to please the most discerning clients. But which species will
perform well enough to meet your clients’ expectations? In
this article, I will identify native species from the Midwest that
behave well in the structured landscape.
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Defining native plants, Native plants
are naturally occurring, indigenous plants
within a specific habitat of a biogeo-
graphic region. Landscaping with native
plants improves environmental biodiver-
sity and stability. Native plants are hardy
because they have adapted to the local
conditions. Once established, native
plants do not need pesticides or fertilizers
and require little watering. Not only is this
good for the environment, but it also
saves time and money.

The benefits of using regional native
species have been well-documented.
These species have evolved in their envi-
ronment and have adapted to the climate.
They have become valuable parts of the
food chain, providing habitats for insects
and wildlife of the area. These are symbi-
otic relationships dependent on each
other for survival. The effects of a dimin-
ished native plant community have a
wide-reaching impact on the entire
ecosystem. For this reason, it is important
to find areas for native species to grow and
prosper. But at the same time, the formal
landscape is not the place for many of
these species.
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Landscaping with native
plants improves
environmental
biodiversity and stability.

When choosing a native plant for the
formal landscape, look for species offering
stages of bloom time to keep the area in-
teresting throughout the seasons. In the
Midwest, spring bloomers, such as Core-
opsis lanceolata (sand coreopsis), lead to
the summer blooms of Echinacea pur-
purea (broad-leaved purple coneflower)
and the fall color of Aster. Different tex-
tures can also provide interest in the form
of grasses and foliage plants. It is impor-
tant to select species requiring little main-
tenance. One myth about natives, which
has been oversold, is that they don’t re-
quire maintenance. All designed plantings
require maintenance, with some requiring
more than others.

Stay away from plants that aggressively
spread by roots or seed. Species, such as
Heliopsis helianthoides (false sunflower),
Monarda fistulosa {(wild bergamot), Rud-
beckia triloba (brown-eyed Susan), Sil-
phium perfoliatum (cup-plant), Solidago
altissima (tall goldenrod), S. canadensis
(Canada goldenrod) and Spartina pecti-
neta (prairie cord grass), will quickly over-

If you have the space and are
looking for a good plant to use
as a screen, Andropagon
gerardii can be very effective.

Schizaghyrium scoparium retains its rich
bronzel fall coler throughout the winter.

take a site. These species have their place
in nature, but not in your garden beds.
The standard practices of plant placement
remain the same with taller species in the
back. Also, be cognizant of your visual an-
gles, and think about who is looking at
this and from what perspective.

For the larger, open areas where you
warnt to establish a prairie or grassland and
still maintain a sense of order, keep a
mowed edge to border the space. This will
demonstrate a transitional space from one
area to another and increase the aesthetic
appeal. The client’s perspective is key to
the project’s success. It is paramount that
you listen to their ideas. Too many plant-
ings have been removed or replanted be-
cause the finished product didn’t match

Koelerfa pyramidata grows well in sand
and retains a low profile with an early-
summer bloom.

what the client had envisioned. Replants
can waste profits, delay payments and di-
minish customer satisfaction.

Native grasses. A handful of native
grasses dominate the Great Plains of the
central US. The following species are the
most attractive of the Midwestern natives.

Andropogon gerardii (big bluestem):
The primary grass of the tallgrass prairie,
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More Midwestern natives for the fﬂrmal landscape

Agastache foeniculum Lavender hyssop

Amorpha fruticosa Indigo bush

Anemone cyiindrica Thimbleweed

Aquilegia canadensis Wikd columbine

Bouteloua curtipendula Sidenats grama

Carex muskingumensis Swamp oval sedge

Chelone glabra Turtlehead

Dalea purpurea Purple prairie clover

Echinacea pallida Pale purple coneflower

Echinacea purpurea Broad-teaved purple coneflower

Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed

Helianthus mollis Downy sunflower

Heuchera richardsonii Prainie alum root

Liatris aspera Rough blazing star _ )

Listrls pycnostachya Hrairie blazing star Schizachyrium scoparium planted in mass
Penstemon digitalis Foxglove beardtongue has a year-round appeal.

Solidago speciosa. Showy goldenrod

Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's root this impressive, 4- to 8-foot-tall, warm-
Zizia aures Golden alexanders season grass can be very effective as a

screen. Make sure you have enough space

Schizachyrium scoparitim
|s-a very attractive, clump-
forming grass with a low

to accommodate this deep-rooted plant,
as it is very large and clump-forming. Two
A _ mature clumps will take up a space of 4
profile up to 4 feat. linear feet if planted side by side.

F i In late August, big bluestem will set éts

{ classic turkey foot seed head. Songbirds

feed on the seed. Colorful in the fall, this
plant will turn straw-colored in the winter.
Big bluestem prefers dry to medium soils,
but will grow in an array of soils. Because
ofits height, this species is better suited for
areas away from shorter species and may
not be ideal within a formal garden setting.

Panicum virgatum (switch grass) is of-
ten a better tallgrass option than big
bluestem in a formal setting, as it main-
tains its form well throughout the winter.
Except for the most western parts of the
U5, big bluestern can be found through-
out the country. Itis hardy in zones 3 to 5.

Koeleria pyramidata (June grass): As
Es A3 _ the name implies, this low-profile, cool-
p s HEE AN Ay L 2o A @) season grass blooms between May and
In the fall, shining, silver seed 1?4:_ ) June, making it a nice option among its
heads make Schizachyrium A warm-season counterparts. Only growing
scoparium appear wave-like to 2 feet tall, this slender grass has showy,
white, spike-like panicles and ribbon-like
leaves. Its low profile makes June grass a
good choice for shorter plantings.

The plant prefers sandy, well-drained
soils in full to partial sun, It can be very ef-
fective planted in mass and is a good
choice for plantings in dunes or areas with
rocky soils.

June grass spreads from seed and can
be grown from seed or divisions. June
grass is eagy to transplant. It is found in
mast of the US except on the mid- to
southen East Coast. June grass is hardy in
zones 3 1o 5.

Schizachyrium scoparium (little
bluestem): This classic prairie grass has
everything you're looking for in a land-
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“When Quality Counts”

Growers of Bareroot
Deciduous and Conifer -
Seedlings, Transplants and Liners  INITSEX' Y.

2080 64th St. Fennville, M| 49408 = Phone/Fax: 269-543-4123
www.engelsnursery.com ¢ info@engelsnursery.com

During tha summer, Sporobolus
feterolepis has thin-bladed leaves and
low-profile clumps before pushing up
seed heads.

ARIETIES &

Fall elumps of Sporobolus heterolepis
range in color from yellow to orange

BARERCOT COMTAINERS POTTED LINERS

DIVEESITY EXPERIENCE:
_ From the new and exciting to the dependable, traditional favorites,
The frosted seed heads of Sporeboius Sherman Nursery offers a healthy, hardy, extensive plant selection ready

heter "t—’m’ remain visible well into I to flourish in your fields, landscapes and merchandising displays.
December.

Contact Sherman Nursery today and see how our experienced

scape plant. With a shorter profile of 4

feet, this clump-forming grass grows to 1

foot in diameter. The colors range from

green to bluish green in the summer, turn-

ing a rich bronze with silver white seed Urisif our website for our wholesale czuazfaz{zfr'/y. S

heads in the fall. Little bluestem retains its L

rich color throughout the winter. erman
Preferring dry soils and full sun, this ph. 800-747-5980 email sales@shermannursery.com  NURSERY COMPANY

plantlooks great alone or planted in mass. fax 800-361-7759  website www.shermannursery.com Charles Ciy, lowa
In larger plantings, solid stands of this

plant can have great appeal. The waving
action of little bluestem in the fall resem- For free information clrcle 15 on the fax-back lorm on page 65
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The long-lived perennial Asclepias tuberasa
provides refiable, orange blooms season
after season.

bles the movement of water. Because this
plant retains that rich bronze color, it has
appeal almost year-round.

Little bluestem will spread from seed
and is easily transplanted. With excellent
drought tolerance, this grass prefers soils
with low fertility, but will grow in a wide
range of conditions, from sand to garden
soils. The seed are a welcome food source
for songbirds. Little bluestem is hardy in
zones 4 and 5.

Sporobolus heterolepis (prairie

Asclepias tuberosa will parfarm well
in vour landscape with reliable blooms
and ino overcrowding issues.

dropseed): This outstanding performer is
another clump-forming grass with a low
profile. Prairie dropseed remains 1 to 1%
feet tall and is fountain-shaped before it
sends up a thin seed head in the fall.

This regal-looking plant prefers dry to
mesic soils in full sun to partially sunny
areas. Prairie dropseed is tough and
drought-tolerant. The late-summer
blooms give off a pleasant, herb-like
aroma. This plant will turn from shades of
yeliow to orange to red in the fall. The low

¥ | ".'- :‘}
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profile and fine-textured leaves make this
grass a great choice for a front border.
Plant 18 to 24 inches apatrt.

Prairie dropseed will add elegance to
any planting, and the seed are rich in fat
— thus treasured by birds. Spreading oc-
curs by seed and is very limited. For best
propagation results, use fresh seed. Prairie
dropseed is hardy in zones 3 to 5.

Wildflowers. The following Midwestern
native perennials will offer years of service
with a minimum amount of care.
Asclepias tuberosa (butterfly milk-
weed): A wonderful plant deserving of
space in any landscape, butterfly milk-
weed provides great color with large, or-
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When choosing a native plant for the

formal landscape, look for species offering

stages of bloom time to keep the area interesting

throughout the seasons.

ange blooms that attract butterflies and
moths. Growing up to 2 feet tall, butterfly
milkweed prefers dry soils and full sun,
biooming from June to September. This
deep-rooted, tuberous, perennial plant
has a slow growth rate and returns vear af-
ter year without crowding-out neighbors.
A favorite food plant of the caterpillar
stage of the Monarch butterfly, this plant
has a direct effect on the Monarch popula-
tion. Drought-tolerant butterfly milkweed
will not grow in poorly drained soils. For
wet areas, A. incarnata (swamp milkweed)
is a good alternate choice. Taller with pink
blooms, swamp milkweed provides many
of the same benefits. Because ofits deep
taproot, butterfly milkweed does not
transplant well. Propagate from seed. Both
species are hardy in zones 4 and 5.
Baptisia australis (blue wild indigo):
This deep-rooted and long-lived peren-
nial is almost bush-like with attractive,
blue-green leaflets. The foliage is reason

enough to grow this plant. Large, showy
clusters of deep indigo-blue flowers will
brighten up any landscape.

This slow-growing plant prefers average
soil and will grow 3 to 5 feet tall. Full sun is
required, as this plant is not shade-toler-
ant. Large, black seedpods add winter in-
terest. Blue wild indigo blooms between
May and June and will spread from seed,
butis very slow to develop. Because it may
reach b feet tall, you will want to be selec-
tive about placement.

Drought-tolerant due to its extensive
root system, blue wild indigo shouldn't be
disturbed once established. Foliage can be
sheared after blooming to maintain its
round shape and keep from staking. Prop-
agate by stratifying the seed with sandpa-
per ol hot water. Two other members of
the Baptisia family to consider are B.
bracteata (cream wild indigo) and B.
lactea (white wild indigo). All species are
hardy in zones 4 and 5.

Baptisia australis blooms are blue
to complement Its attractive, blue-
green foliage.

Eryngium yuccifoliuim (rattlesnake-
master): An attractive perennial with an
unusual, whitish, spiky, ball-shaped
flower head, this plant grows to 3 to 5 feet

BE PART OF THE LEGACY.

For freq information clecle 16 on the fax-back forin on page 65

It comes through loud and clear, The get-it- done attitude of legendary
big Cat”machines is here in a full line of Skid Steer and Multi-Terrain
Loaders, Compact Wheel Loaders and Mini Hydraulic Excavators.
Whatauartha iandscape job, they're. das;gnad to g‘u& you mﬁustw

you buy or rant ]I'tlﬂ can cnunt on Cat for the best in dBaIBr suppurt

CAT.COM/LANDSCAPING | 1-800-RENT-CAT | 1-888-OWN-A-CAT

CATERPILLAR’
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The Natural |
Landscape Choice

As a wholesale grower, we are committec)
to nurturing our environment with Native
perennials, grasses, wetland and marginal
plants. We grow in 50/72 “Deep Plug” trays
for well established root systems that
thrive and we promise On-time, Full ship-
ments to satisfy you and your customers!

Our 2008 catalog is available nowi
For your native plant needs, contact us at;
info@NewMoonNursery.com
or call 888-998-1951

NeW MO

MURSEcAY

13 Ways Lane ¢ Kennett Scuare, PA 18348
Ph: 888-998-1951 * Fax: 888-988-1952

“rom the water... to the woods” www.NewMoonNursery.com

For free information circle 17 on the fax-back form on page 65
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SIMPLY THE BEST PRUNING
SHEARS IN THE WORLD

FELCO

Originat
Switzerland
FELCO 8 - Right Hand
sty FELCO 9-Left Hand
PEE:‘FJOR A?ED i you are undecided ahout the
RS FELCO 7 we recommend these
FOR OVER ; .
. ergonomically designed pruners.
oy Anvil handle designed 1o prevent
pruner to slide through the hond.
BEWARE OF

Hollow-ground, hardened carlon

SHEAR LIS steel blades with wire cutting notch.

AMND IMITATIONS

ASK FOR A
GEMUINE
FELCD

Available from autharized FELZO dealers
Call or write for o free FELCO color catalog

SOLE IMPORTER
PYGAR INCORPORATED
P.O. BOX 3147
KIRKLAND WA 98083-3147
TEL: 800-825-9646 FAX: 425-488-4325
felcousa@aol.com  wrvwe felco.ch
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Eryngium yuccifolium can be used as a
specimen plant because of its unigue
flewer tops and foliage.

Prairie dropseed will add
elegance to any planting,
and the seed are rich in fat
— thus treasured by birds.

tall in medium soils and full sun. In shade
conditions, rattlesnake-master can be-
come spindly and require staking.

Consider this a foliage and specimen
plant, and place it where its larger height
won't overshadow smaller species. This
unusual plant can also be featured in
groupings. Growing with a single taproot,
rattlesnake-master is drought-telerant
and difficult to transplant. The flower balls
form hetween July and September and re-
main appealing for almost two months
while attracting numerous pollinators.
Propagate from seed. This plant is hardy
inzones 4 and 5.

Filipendula rubra {queen of the
prairie): Another plant that lives up to its
name, queen of the prairie will steal the
show. Blooming in midsummer with large
plumes of brilliant pink flowers, this
perennial species will reach 3 to 6 feet tall.

Queen of the prairie will spread from
rhizomes to form large clumps. The base
plant remains close to the ground with at-
tractive foliage before sending up its
flower spikes in summer. Because of its 6-
inch-tall, ridged flower spikes, it should be
considered for a back border.
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Filipendula fubra bloums an ngjd stalks
stand out in any seuing

Filipendula rubra lives up to its
reputation as one of our most attractive.
native wildflowers,
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Online Classifieds

Increase your exposure
Quick and easy navigation
Banner classified ads

www.amerinursery.com

Come see us at these Winter tradeshows:

The Western #1212 CENTS #3117
Mants #2979 & #2981 Utah Green #731 & #732
MIDAM #237 & #238 NORCAL #3841

.iom /’Zu/we/ug_ borc.,

Growing Facilities — Sales thce
".f'.-;:uodburn Oregon ~ Phone: 503-982-6300 ~ Fax; 503-925-0805
Local Contractor Yard — Business Office
Sr‘-erwocd Oregon ~ Phone: 503-625-5454 ~ Fax: 503-625-6793
, ordersi@loennursery.com ~ www.loennursery.com






